XXIV
PRIMITIVE MENTALITY"
IN this book the author, Professor Levy-Bruhl, of the Sor-
bonne, takes up again and develops the subject treated by
him in a former work, Les Fonctions mentales dans les
societes inferieures* That subject is the modes of thought
current among savage or, as he prefers to call them, " primi-
tive " peoples, He admits that the term " primitive " applied
to uncivilized races is very improper, since even the rudest
of these races, as known to us, is very far from being primitive
in the strict sense of the word. But, understood in a relative
sense as indicating a lower stage of mental and social evolu-
tion than that attained to by the civilized races, the term is
convenient.
The main theme of the author in both his books is the
essential difference which he believes he can trace between
primitive and advanced mentality, between the thought of
the savage and the thought of the civilized man. According
to him, primitive thought is essentially prelogical and mystic.
It is prelogical because, failing to recognize the law of contra-
diction, it can entertain two contradictory ideas at the same
time without perceiving their inconsistency; it is mystic be-
cause it explains a great, if not the greater, part of experience
by supernatural, instead of by natural, causes, In his former
work Professor Levy-Bruhl laid stress mainly on the illogical
or, as he prefers to call it, prelogical character of primitive
thought; in the present work he dwells chiefly on its mysti-
* Primitive Mentality. By Lucien Levy-Bruhl, Professor at the
Sorbonne. Authorized Translation by Lilian A. Clare. (London:
Allen and Unwin, 1923,) (The Times Literary Supplement,
September 13,1923.)
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